
 

Roche Accelerator celebrates first anniversary and picks 9 outstanding start-

ups among various candidates to accelerate local healthcare innovation in 

China  

 

(May 18, 2022, Shanghai, China) The Roche Accelerator announced today that nine local start-ups have stood out from 

200-plus candidates to join and become members of the Accelerator, one year after its launch. Several Accelerator 

members are collaborating on early research with the Roche Innovation Center Shanghai (RICS) to jointly explore new 

science and technology platforms. As a strategic investment project of the Roche Group, the Roche Accelerator has been 

fostering close connections with local start-ups in the past year under the support of the government and other 

stakeholders. 

 

Dr. Hong Shen, Head of Roche Innovation Center Shanghai, said, “Since the set-up of the first research and early 

development center in China, Roche has been strengthening its investment in local R&D for nearly 20 years to deliver on 

the long-term commitment to the Chinese market and patients. The Roche Accelerator will leverage the Group’s cutting-

edge capabilities and external partnership ecosystem to create an innovation platform with global influence. We aim to 

achieve breakthroughs in multiple fields, drive healthcare solutions, and empower the local innovation system.” 

 

Setting a unique industry benchmark by securing highly innovative members to join the Roche Accelerator  

 

Nine companies out of 200 candidates, or less than 5%, have been selected as Roche Accelerator members: 

ETERN Therapeutics, CytosinLab Therapeutics, METiS Therapeutics, GYENNO SCIENCE, SQZ China, Keen Therapeutics, 

Allorion Therapeutics, Degron Therapeutics and GenomiCare Biotechnology.  

 

These companies have unique expertise in therapeutic areas such as oncology, immunology, and neuroscience, as well as 

small molecules, macromolecules, RNA therapy, and cell therapy. 

 

As a leader in healthcare innovation, Roche lists “disruptive innovation” as one of the key criteria in selecting Accelerator 

members. Dr. Qiusong Tang, Head of Roche Accelerator, said, “We aim to explore and identify potential first-in-class or 

transformative science and technology, and empower local start-ups to transform cutting-edge innovations to next-

generation drugs or diagnostics, so as to promote R&D in China onto the global stage. We also look forward to welcoming 

more start-ups to join the Accelerator.” 

 

Tapping open collaboration to accelerate transformation of healthcare innovations  

 

As Roche’s first in-house accelerator globally, the Roche Accelerator provides tailor-made support for member start-ups in 

pharma, diagnostics, personalized healthcare, and digital and AI-driven healthcare. These start-ups will have access to 

Roche’s full-spectrum of local resources ranging from research and early development to commercialization. Several 

member companies have reached cooperation agreements with RICS on early research, e.g. ETERN Therapeutics is 

working on early projects with RICS on liquid-liquid phase separation, CytosinLab Therapeutics on epigenetics, and METiS 

Therapeutics on AI-driven dosage form optimization, respectively. Early collaboration projects with other member 

companies are also underway.  

 

Dr. Hong Shen said, “we’ve witnessed booming healthcare innovation in China and look forward to working with external 



partners to build an open innovation ecosystem. From independent R&D to incubating local innovation, Roche will 

continue to enable innovation in R&D, and contribute to the development of China’s healthcare industry.” 

 

 

Gearing up delivery of healthcare innovation and fulfilling China commitment   

 

Roche has been rooted in China for over 90 years, and has always demonstrated its long-term commitment to China. As 

early as 2004, Roche set up the China R&D Center as its first R&D center in emerging markets, and also the first fully 

foreign-funded R&D center in Shanghai. In 2019, the R&D center was upgraded to a brand new Roche Innovation 

Center Shanghai with a total investment of RMB 863-million. The Roche Accelerator with an additional investment of 

nearly RMB 300 million, is another strategic initiative for Roche to increase investment in China, accelerate healthcare 

development and empower the local innovation ecosystem.  

 

Located in Zhangjiang High-tech Park in the Pudong New Area, Shanghai, the building of Roche Accelerator that covers 

an area of over 5,000 square meters, will be inaugurated by the end of 2022. It will provide Accelerator members with state-

of-the-art laboratories and offices, as well as research funding support, cooperation opportunities, R&D expertise and 

advanced facilities, to help them transform science into medicines and healthcare solutions. 

 


